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            Meeting Minutes 9/16/08

The meeting was called to order by Steve Schmidt at 7:02pm. 
Minutes from 8/19/08 were reviewed and approved.  Steve clarified the dates on tonight’s agenda.
Donna Stewart explained how the Schnucks E-scrip card works.  These cards are free and allow the band to earn a 1% (or more) bonus on all of your Schnucks purchases. We have a few regular Scrip cards for grocery, etc to have on hand as a small inventory.  Anyone interested in purchasing Scrip at tonight’s booster meeting can do so, see Donna after the meeting. Sign up sheets were passed around for Coliseum Classic volunteers and for Hospitality donations.
Vice President Report:

Brian Crump reports the front wheel of the truck may be in need of possible repair.  He asked for anyone who knows a friend or has a shop that could look at the truck.  We may consider donating an ad in the Coliseum Classic program in return for a reduction in the cost of a repair. Consensus agreed the truck needs to be looked at and repaired if necessary.  Bus chaperones are needed for next few competitions.  Brian will pass around a sign up sheet for chaperones.  Thanks to all who have helped load and unload the truck and trailer so far this year. 
Treasurer Report:

Jennifer Gerau made available an August and September’s Treasurer Report.  Most everything is paid and up to date.  Only a few outstanding bills remain, ie: gas expenses, new coolers reimbursement and some minor truck repairs.  So far this season we have earned roughly $30,000 from Verizon concessions. More participation next year is encouraged.  Verizon is asking if we can provide more people next year.  They would like us to cover 20 volunteer slots per event including a beer stand.  The beer stands earn the most $$.  Steve Schmidt thanked Gina O’Donnell and her tireless efforts in making this a successful fundraising opportunity for us.  TIPS Training next year will be held in April.
Jennifer Gerau has individual Band Statements available tonight for all Spartan Regiment families. 

We have paid off the National City line of credit and it’s been cancelled.  This line of credit had been in use approximately 5 months and ended up costing us over $1000 in fees and interest.  Only 2 people paid via credit card last year so the credit card access has also been canceled.  It costs too much to maintain and we were losing money by keeping it active.  The Treasurer’s Report was approved.
We voted and approved the purchase of Mobil SCRIP cards in order to pay for gas for the truck for the balance of the season rather than just paying cash.  Andy Corder purchased two heavy duty coolers for band use. Andy reports we are complete with our filing as a Not For Profit organization with the state of Missouri.  The paperwork had not been renewed last season.  Andy got this taken care of, thanks to him for this follow up.
Director’s Report:
Nathan Griffin went over our next few events and the timeline for Homecoming Week.  Lafayette competition is 9/27 and the itinerary for this will come home with students on Monday.  He thanked the parents that helped at the two 9/13 competitions.  Some things were a bit chaotic that day. With the exception of the rush due to the impending weather situation, he felt the O’Fallon event was well run. The kids made a turnaround and performed GREAT that night.  We as parents and supporters might consider brining flashlights to day competitions.  This could be the daytime version of performing ‘Under the Lights’.  Nathan clarified some scoring questions parents asked about.  Various categories are scored differently. Examples would be:  Music / Visual  / Marching / Guard / Percussion

Class can be determined by school size OR band size.  Competitions vary.  He also explained some of the scoring issues.  The following website offers local event scoring details:  midwestmarching.com 

for those who are interested. 

He is impressed with progress the students have made since their first show at the 1st football game. He noted the students have really put in the time and effort.  Jim Felix thanked Mr. Griffin for being so positive, accommodating and listening to the students.  Many parents agreed and offered compliments.
Guard uniforms are hoping to arrive right before Lafayette.  Be aware there is no evening practice next week and no rehearsal tomorrow.  Concert bands and jazz bands will get information soon about the November 3rd District 8 Honor Band auditions.  November 22nd is the performance date.  No information as yet regarding the Santa parade at Mid Rivers Mall.
Dec 5 at 7pm will be the concert bands winter concerts.
Dec 6 at 7pm will be the jazz bands winter concerts.
Oct 3rd is  8th grade night for middle school students to come and join the band in the football stands.  This will also be the night parents decorate chairs.
Fundraising:
Steve Schmidt shared fundraising information from Gina O’Donnell.  Verizon will only offer 7 TIPS training sessions next year.  Five offered in April, all the same week, two more will be in July.
We will need to get the word out at middle school spring concerts and possibly winter concerts as well. 

Gina needs volunteers for the next few Verizon events.  Another Pointefest concert has been added to the September calendar.  Email Gina if you can work this Saturday.
Anne Behrens reports there are 9 confirmed bands for the Coliseum Classic on Oct. 18th. 
Judy Mikulus will be coordinating volunteer time/shift assignments.  Watch the website for details. 
Brian Crump will handle parking. Pat White is in charge of field coordination.  Andy Corder is coordinating the Program and advertisement sales. Anne gets the printing done at cost.  Another communication to band directors to encourage participation will be sent.  Anne will plan to hold another Coliseum Classic meeting.  Details of date and time will be announced soon.
Applebees Fundraising Breakfast will be October 25th  from 8am-10am.  Applebees gets $2 per plate, so we select the ticket price.  After discussion we voted to charge $6 per person.  More details will be distributed to all via email, Rachelle Lakeman is organizing this event.
Randy Borgstede reported on the printer cartridge recycling program.  Keep bringing in your phones, printing cartridges and laser cartridges.  Cheri Nash is handling the Spartan Ice snow cone stand at Friday football games.  Please get your Entertainment Book $$ turned in as soon as possible.  There are more books to sell if you need them. We get paid our profit when ALL FHC organizations have finished selling.  Note the upcoming competitions and events on the website calendar.
New Business:
THANK YOU to those helping sew the guard flags.  So far 32 flags are complete.  There are another 32 to be sewn.  Big white poles will have 7ft by 9ft flags.

There will be a Senior parent meeting tonight when the booster meeting is over.

We need a volunteer to coordinate the annual Band Banquet.  Thanks to Melissa Dean for handling this the past two years.  An email will be sent asking for a volunteer organizer for the banquet.
Randy Lakeman has accepted the President Elect position – THANK YOU Randy.
Steve asked for feedback regarding communication this year?  Replies were that we are doing a good job.  Remember to get the word out next year to the new freshman, current 8th graders.
Another volunteer training session will be held Wed., Oct 1st at 7pm during the Wed night practice.
Howell a Palooza will be at FHNorth next year.
Our meeting adjourned at 8:24pm.
Respectfully submitted, Donna Stewart, Band Booster Secretary
